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Do you expect to be arrested the moment Bardoli begins mass civil dis-
obedience and are you convinced after your stay in Bardoli for over a week that
the movement will not collapse in your absence?
It is very difficult to say what government will do to me when
the time-limit expires. But I certainly do not expect the people of
Bardoli to collapse immediately I am arrested. But if they do
collapse, Government's action in arresting me will be certainly justi-
fied, by reason of any such weakening. If India is really ready
then my arrest like the arrests of all other workers must result in
non-co-operative activities being stimulated and the atmosphere of
non-violence being retained. Personally I have no misgiving on
the point, but it is difficult for anybody to say with certainty what
will happen after my arrest. There is so much superstition regard-
ing my supposed powers, human and superhuman, that sometimes
I feel that my imprisonment, deportation and execution would be
quite justified. This belief in the possession of superhuman powere
by me is really a bar to national progress and Government will
deserve the thanks of reasonable humanity, if they remove me
from the people's midst and do not afterwards become mad them-
selves, but deal with justice and without terrorism. But recent
events do not fill me with any such hope about the Government.
Are you convinced, apart from the resolution at the Bardoli Conference1,
that Bardoli is really fit to undertake such a step? Has Bardoli become self-
sufficient so far as production of pure khadi is concerned?
So far as I can see I certainly think that Bardoli is fit. No
taluka is so much insured against non-violence as Bardoli and this
assurance has undoubtedly counted with me a great deal in making
up my mind. It has not been self-sufficient as yet, but it will be
so presently. People are willing but further organization is necessary.
Can you still maintain in face of cases of assaults and flogging that still
many more sufferings on an extensive scale in the present movement is the only
shortest cut to swaraj with minimum sufferings?
I have no doubt about it, because painful as the sufferings
are, they would be still more if there was retaliation on the part of
people. If people remain sufficiently non-violent, Government
efforts would be exhausted for want of reaction. It is a scientific
truth which admits of no exception. Therefore, whatever sufferings
the people might have to go through now they would be hundred
times greater if they offered violence against Government violence.
l Of January 29, 1922